RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
some experiments were made on more unconventional lines.   It was suggested to B.I.R. that if sea lions were able to hear sounds made under water they might be used to detect submarines, and thus these might be hunted down by a pack of submarine hounds.    Some performing sea lions were hired and experiments were made with them, at first in swimming-baths, afterwards in Bala Lake in North Wales, and finally in the Solent.   The method used was to make a sound under water with a " buzzer ", or by hitting a metal plate with a hammer, and to place food at the source of the sound.   Thus by following up the sound the animal would always find food, and it was hoped would get to look on it as the call of a dinner-bell.    The sea lions were found to hear quite well under water and were able to detect the sound at as great a distance as the detecting instrument we were using at the time.   After a short training they learned to associate sound with food and would swim up to its source.   In Bala Lake, where the most successful experiments were made, they would sometimes come to the food from three miles away.   They were, however, very temperamental ;   sometimes they would only come from a fraction of this distance.    On hot days they were decidedly less efficient than on cold ; their speed too was slower than might have been expected. They took at least forty minutes to travel three miles, so that any but a very slowly moving submarine would get away from them.   If the porpoises which often circle round Atlantic liners come to the ship through hearing the noise it makes, and associating it with food thrown out from the vessel, they would make much better detectors than sea lions since their speed is so much greater.   In the Solent the sea lions were a failure :  there were generally several ships about, and they kept turning aside to go to the 212